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LIFE AND  TIMES OF
The population of the United States in 1820 was 9,500,-ooo. The population of the three States which gave a majority for Mr. Clay was 1,212,337. The population of the three States which preferred Mr. Crawford was 1,497,029. The population of the seven States which gave a majority for Mr. Adams was 3,032,766. The population of the eleven States which voted for Jackson was 3,757,756. Thus the election was thrown into the House, and the exciting contest came which turned upon the vote of Mr. Clay.
No reader of American history desires a recapitulation or a review of the crimination and the recrimination which took place when Mr. Clay gave his vote for Mr. Adams, and elected him over Jackson. Fairness and what is due to history compel me to say that the charge against Mr. Clay of bribery and corruption was entirely unfounded. The proof is absolutely conclusive that Mr. Clay had made up his mind long before the result of the election that, under no circumstances, would he vote for General Jackson, believing, or claiming that it was dangerous to elect a man President of the United States who was a distinguished military chieftain, believing, as he said, that a military man would never fully appreciate the theory of our Government, that the civil power was above the military. General Jackson did not hesitate to openly declare against Mr. Clay, and charge that he had been bribed, putting it mainly on the ground that Mr. Clay was a Western man, and that so far as the vote which had been taken showed anything, it showed that the people were for him (Jackson), he having received largely more electoral votes, as well as more popular votes and the votes of more States than any other candidate. This charge General Jackson continued to make as long as he was in public life, and perhaps never confessed himself convinced that he was mistaken.
The result of the election was a source of great bitternessthe candidates, except Mr. Crawford, opposed the caucus.l their vengeance reaches those representatives who, they believe, will follow Pennsylvania. Virginia has taken a stand against the caucus, and her State elections are canvassed on that ground. In London a Mr. Osborne has been elected by al
